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This newsletter is being mailed to the addresses of all registered adults. 

924 7th Street, Port Huron MI 48060           1-810-982-9529      1-888-98SCOUT   www.bwcbsa.org                                   Editor: Judy McCarthy 

����
����
����

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������������������������� ����

����������	��
���
	�
��
����������	��
���
	�
��
����������	��
���
	�
��
����������	��
���
	�
��
� ��� Blue Water Council Popcorn Sale Begins October 5 
It’s that exciting time of year again! Raise money for your Pack, Troop, or Crew! 

October 6 is the date when over 2,000 Scouts will begin selling delicious popcorn to 
raise money for their units. The sale will continue throughout the month of October 
and will end when popcorn orders and prize forms are due on November 12 at the 
Scout Service Center. 
 

All Scouts can qualify for the following prizes: 
 

· $1,000 Sales Goal - Each Scout that sells $1000 will 
receive FREE REGISTRATION to all Council events 
during the 2011 Scouting Year. 

· Top District Salesman - The top producer in each 
district will earn a $150 gift card from the Blue Water Council. 

· $2,500 Bonus Prize - Scouts who sell $2500 during the sale will earn a Nin-
tendo Wii or a $200 gift card. 

· Sell One Item - Scouts will receive a popcorn salesman patch! 
 

Remember these key dates: 
 October 4, 2010  Unit budget and per boy selling goal due. 
 October 5, 2010  Popcorn sale starts! Sell! Sell! Sell! 
 November 12, 2010 All unit popcorn orders (forms A & B) 
    and prize forms due at the  
    Scout Service Center by 5 pm. 
 December 3, 2010 Unit popcorn distribution (Payment due before 
    popcorn can be picked up). 
 January 4, 2011  Popcorn Checks Cashed. 
 

Have a great sale and encourage a 100% participation to reach your unit and individ-
ual goals. A well run Popcorn Sale will be the only fundraiser you will need all year! 
 

Please contact Korissa Kramer at 810-982-9529 or korissa.kramer@scouting.org 
with questions. 

Philmont Scout Ranch 2011 High Adventure  
Backpacking Expedition 
Explore the high country in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of 
northern New Mexico!  Experience the thrill of climbing mountains 
over two miles high!  Participate in activities such as archaeology, 
backpacking, camping, rock climbing, fishing, logging, mining,  
Indian Lore, conservation, forestry and so much more!   
 

Registered youth and adults are invited to attend the Blue Water 
Council Philmont Scout Ranch High Adventure Backpacking Expedition in 2011. If 
you are a youth and will turn 14 by September 1, 2011, you are eligible to apply. 
Boy Scouts may attend through the age of 17 but not yet 18 at the time of the expe-
dition. Venturers may attend through the age of 20 but not yet 21. Adults must be at 
least 21 years old to apply. There are 5 positions available. The cost of the expedi-
tion is $1425 which covers Philmont fees, travel to and from the Scout Ranch, train-
ings, materials and food. There will be fundraisers available to help cover the cost of 
the trip. The registration form and more information is available on our website: 
www.bwcbsa.org. or contact Terry Green at 810-385-7669 
 

Are you up for the challenge?  Get your registration in now! 

    I recently attended a Regional Scout Ex-
ecutives Conference. At this conference a 
main topic of several of our meetings was 
about membership and membership reten-
tion. Yes, I know this isn’t new, however 
the approach that our new Regional Direc-
tor is taking is new. He is concerned about 
getting back to the basics of Scouting while 
making appropriate changes for our current 
generation of Scouts. His approach is sim-
ple but will take some work. His plan is 
RETENTION = A well-planned program, 
delivered by a trained leader, with a strong 
outdoor program, supported by a good 
commissioner, attracts and retains youth.  
Who can argue with that? Our staff and I 
have visited about this and are planning to 
put a lot of emphasis on three areas.   
 

1. Developing training opportunities for 
our leaders with a goal of 100% 
trained leadership.   

2. Assisting our units with program plan-
ning that does include outdoor activi-
ties at all levels.   

3. Constructing a written work plan for 
our commissioner staff and following 
up with those commissioners guaran-
teeing they are following the plan.   

 

We believe that by focusing on these areas 
at all levels from the unit level to the Dis-
trict Level to the Board level we will pro-
vide a better quality program for the youth 
and thus serve more Scouts with a program 
we all believe is an important part of creat-
ing better citizens for our community.  
 
Paul W. Schwartz 
Scout Executive 

Help Wanted 
Do have expertise in web-
site design?  We are look-
ing for someone to help us 
update our website.  
Please give Lori a call at 
the Scout Service Center 
810-982-9529 if you can volunteer your 
time to help us out. 
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Scoutreach Programs Starting Up 
Ranger Jerry will be running the Scoutreach Programs. He will 
be starting Wednesday, October 6 with a lunchtime program at 
Maconce Elementary for Pack 242 and an after school program 
at MacDonald Elementary for Pack 241. Pack 247 at Kimball 
Elementary will also be starting up soon. Adult leaders are  
always welcome to help with the programs. Call the Scout   
Service Center at 810-982-9529 if you are able to help out. 

Pine River Nature Center to Offer  
Scout Programs 
Check out this great resource in our own back 
yard. Programs for Webelos Scouts include the 
Geologist and Forester badges.   
 

The nature center has more than two miles of  
hiking trails that explore forest, prairie and wetland habitats.  
Enjoy a fall color hike with your Scouts. For more information 
call the Nature Center at 810-364-5477 or check out 
www.sccresa.org 

Mom & Me Celebrates the Medieval 
Knights of Silver Trails 
It’s almost here Medieval Knights of Silver 
Trails! Although registration is closed, we 
still need some volunteers to come out to 
camp to help with the event! Contact Cyndi 
Jagodzinski if you have any questions or 
want to staff this great event at 810-982-
9529 or cyndi.jagodzinski@scouting.org.  
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On Saturday, October 23 come out to Silver Trails to participate 
in Cub Scare Night 2010! This spooky event is open to Cub 
Scouts and leaders, as well as all family members. There will be 
a hayride through the forest, a spooky lodge, a haunted maze, 
cider, donuts, games and trick-or-treating. Costumes are wel-
come. 
 

Cost:    $5 per person if registered by October 15 
            $6 per person if registered after October 15  
            *All activities will begin at 6 pm and end at 9 pm.  
 

Please mail or bring in your reservation to the Scout Service 
Center at 924 7th Street, Port Huron, MI 48060. 
 

Please arrive at the camp no earlier than 5:30 pm for check-in 
and to receive your wristband to participate. The event will be 
stopped only in the event of severely inclement weather such as 
spooky lightning or scary hail! Make this a fun event for your 
whole pack and sign up as a unit!  
 

Please contact Korissa Kramer at 810-982-9529 or 
korissa.kramer@scouting.org with questions.  

 

Cub Scout Roundtable News 
We have exciting news about our Roundtables! 
New teams and new ideas! Come out to meet 
Kathy Graham, Joni MacLean, Sarah LeBeau 
and Stacy Dasher our Cub Scout extraordinaires! 
They are planning great meetings to help you run fun and excit-
ing den and pack meetings! On the second Wednesday of every 
month beginning at 7 pm at the Scout Service Center, the Cub 
Scout Roundtable is the place to be! Come for new ideas and to 
share yours! The Scout Shop will be open until 7 pm on the 
days of the roundtables for you to pick up supplies. 

Scream Depot at the Thomas Edison  
Museum Depot 
Check out the Haunted Train Depot sponsored by the Port 
Huron Museum on October 22, 23 & 24 and October 28, 29 & 
30 from 4-9 pm. The museum is also looking for volunteers to 
help set up and staff the event. If you want more information 
contact Anita Varty, volunteer coordinator at the Port Huron 
Museum 810-982-0891. 

Visit The Robot Zoo at the  
Port Huron Museum 
Check out the robotic creatures at the Port 
Huron Museum through January 9, 2011.  
A great field trip for a group or a family.  
Visit their website:phmuseum.org/
Scouting to see some of the other        
programs they offer for Scouts. They are offering many     
special programs on Saturdays. 

National Summertime Pack Award 
A pack can earn the National Summertime Pack Award by 
doing three pack activities when school is out 
for the summer. They need to have one activity 
each in June, July and August. Packs that qual-
ify get a colorful streamer for their pack flag.  
Dens that have at least half of their members at 
the three summer pack events can earn a den 
ribbon. Pack members who take part in all three events are 
eligible for the National Summertime Pack Award pin, to 
wear on the right pocket flap of their uniform. Four packs 
have turned in their applications to earn the National Summer-
time Pack Award: Packs 222, 245, 296 and 322. Congratula-
tions to each of these packs.   



Order of the Arrow News 
It’s the time of year for troops to sign up for 
Order of the Arrow elections and Camp Pro-
motion Reports. All of the elections will be 
held through January to March so you need to 
sign up now so we can be fully prepared to do 
your election. You can sign up for your election by contacting 
me at my e-mail allen.matt.12@gmail.com or by calling me at 
810-985-5922. 
Thanks, 
Matthew Allen, Lodge Chief 
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Troop 104 
Matthew Kobberstad 

 

Troop 178 
Justin Martin 

 

Troop 216 
Adam Lee 

Sean Hrecho 
 

Troop 250 
Nicholas Hernandez 

Troop 245 
Zachary Martin 

Pietr Jahr 
 

Troop 294 
Ryan Boucher 
Justin Boucher 

 

Troop 322 
Andrew Reini 

 

 

Eagle Scout Award Kits are sponsored by the Port Huron 
Kiwanis Club in memory of Clayton Berdan. Each Eagle 
Scout receives an award kit which includes the Eagle Scout 
patch, Eagle Scout medal and parent pins. Thank you to the 
Kiwanis for this generous contribution. 

Boy Scout Roundtable News 
There is a new Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner in town! 
And for all you Boy Scout leaders who need some fresh infor-
mation, Mr. Chris Knuth is sharing all of his knowledge from 
setting up a campsite to some awesome Dutch oven cooking 
and everything in between! He brings his Scoutmaster and 
training team experience to help you run that “Boy Led” pro-
gram in your troop. Chris is planning some different topics try-
ing to make the meetings more informational and fun. Some of 
the topics coming up in the year include Cooking, Patrol 
Method, Boy Scout projects, Fundraising ideas, patch collecting 
and more. It is not just for Scoutmasters. All leaders are wel-
come. Assistant Scoutmasters, Committee Members and Senior 
Patrol Leaders can attend and participate. The more Scouters 
that attend, the better the discussions and fun it can be. Round-
tables are a place for Scout Leaders to meet, learn, discuss   
issues, trade knowledge and get solutions to improve the quality 
of program in their own troops. Hope to see your troop repre-
sented at some roundtables this year. 
 

The next meeting is at the Fall Camporee on Friday night Octo-
ber 15, 2010 at 7 pm. Don’t miss it!   Chris 

Boy Scout Fall Camporee   
Emergency Preparedness 
October 15-17, 2010 
Get registered before it’s too late! You don’t 
want to miss this exciting experience even if you have already 
earned the merit badge! We have the Grant Township Fire 
Department, Macomb County Correctional Facility, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, St. Clair County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Search and Rescue Dog Team, HazMat Team, Red 
Cross, Salvation Army, and many more coming to our camp 
for the emergency weather disaster! Real life situations at  
Silver Trails and all of these organizations giving their time 
and resources to make it happen for our Scouts! Press releases 
are going out and the media will be on hand for filming. A 
Model release must be signed by a parent for filming and pho-
tography. Webelos may attend with a troop and earn the 
Readyman Activity Badge. Cost is $10 per Scout & Webelo if 
registered by October 8; $15 if registered from October 9-15.  
The registration form is on our website: www.bwcbsa.org. For 
further information contact Cyndi 810-982-9529 or 
cyndi.jagodzinski@scouting.org.  

Venture Out Weekend  
October 29-31, 2010 
Calling all Venture Crews to join in this exciting 
weekend. Among the activities will be shooting, 
archery, land navigation, first aid, backpacking and Leave No 
Trace. All activities designed to work towards the Bronze 
Outdoor Award. $35 per person. For more information contact 
Ranger Jerry at 810-327-6685. 

Scout Show at Pine Grove Park 
Although the weather was a little cool and misty, a group of 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts showed what Scouting was all 
about on August 20 at Pine Grove Park. There was a Dutch 
oven cooking demonstration and examples of fire starting, a 
Pinewood Derby track, Raingutter Regatta, Rocket launcher 
and displays of crafts.  
Scouts from Troop 178 
made a giant catapult at 
the event. The OA set up a 
teepee and told stories to 
those attending. The Jam-
boree Gateway was set up 
along Pine Grove Avenue 
inviting people to check 
out our Scouting Display. 
About 75 Scouts participated in the event. 

All Merit Badge Counselors are registered for a one year 
term December through November. We will be sending all 
merit badge counselors a letter in November asking if they 
would like to continue for another year. 
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BSA 2010 A Year of Celebration  
Scouts and Scouters there is still time to earn the 
ribbons for this patch. For more information on 
this award check our website at www.bwcbsa.org 
and www.Scouting.org/100years. 

The Fat Lady Singeth 
Wow! It’s over…I mean I can’t make anyone fully appreciate the number of hours it took 
to get ready for this outing. The many meetings, the many, many emails and the many, 
many, many phone calls, gathering of the equipment, the gateway and the list goes on, all 
that for just a campout. Well, not just a campout…a campout on steroids maybe. It was 
the “Jambo”. The last to be held at the “Hill”, the “100th year of doing what we do best… 
celebrating being a member of the finest youth organization on the planet, “Scouting”.    
Man oh man did we ever BS. Let me see; there was repelling, fishing, scuba, heat rash, 
shooting sports, guys jumpin’ out of planes and helicopters, countless displays of Scouting past, present and future, scarlet fever, 
biking, blacksmithing, pink eye, Indian dancing, poison ivy, carving, pioneering and there were over a 100 other merit badges   
offered and I’m not exaggerating.   
 

The highlights of course were the opening and closing ceremonies. Secretary of Defense, Distinguished Eagle Scout and Silver 
Beaver the Honorable Robert Gates spoke to forty six thousand of us opening day on the importance of Scouting especially in   
today’s society. He spoke to how when he began his career in Washington, he was an ok student, did not have any major accolades 
to his credit, but he was an Eagle Scout. He went on to explain that the Scouting program was the driving force in molding him into 
the man and the position he is in today. 
 

Mike Rowe of “Dirty Jobs” fame spoke at both the opening with an intro video clip and in person at the closing. Wow! Mike is an 
awesome example of below average kid done good, scratch that, done “great”! Mike too is an Eagle who credits Scouting to his 
success. What an inspiring guy. Mike spent twenty plus minutes with over a hundred thousand of us celebrating Scouting. In my 
opinion Mike made the party.  
 

The President of the United States made a one-minute twenty-four second video wishing us all well. The President was unable to 
attend due to more urgent matters. Now the Motor-City Mad Man Uncle Ted Nugent himself sent us a Birthday video too, as a mat-
ter of fact I think it was longer than the Presidents…It is always good to see Ted.    
 

The pre-Jambo tour was way cool. Those three days with just the troop allowed us to work as a team and at the same time experi-
ence sites some of us would have never seen. Washington DC is an awe-inspiring place, everything from the Smithsonian to      
Arlington. After a long day we got to retire to the Prince William National Park. The 1920 vintage cabins afforded us the opportu-
nity to semi rough it and acclimate the very hot humid nights we encountered.   
 

On the way home after a sleepless night of summer storms we got to drip-dry on the bus in route to Gettysburg. Now Gettysburg is 
an amazingly beautiful place and it is inconceivable to me that such a horrific battle ever could have taken place there. 
 

I can go on and on as to the highlights of this once in a lifetime experience. As I truly contemplate the most important aspect of the 
event, I honestly believe it was the fellowship with people of like beliefs that are dedicated to our most valuable asset…our youth. 
There are people who care about the direction of our country and our society as a whole. They believe that is crucial that we take 
time to mentor the young men that will one day be in charge of our world. I was thrilled to get up close and personal with these 
soon to be great men. I was especially impressed with the spiritual leaders that were in attendance. There were several youth in our 
midst that were not ashamed to praise God and to act as a witness to other Scouts.  
 

The entire event was well worth the effort that was put into it. Veteran Scouter Terry Green and Scoutmaster Matt Paulus were a 
pleasure to serve with. Your sons were in fine hands with these two men on duty. Eagle Scout Chris Richards did a fine job as   
assistant Scoutmaster and our Senior Patrol Leader Eagle Scout Hank Pfeilstucker truly did a fantastic job as did the patrol leaders. 
Thank you guys. I’d like to also thank Mr. Walt Meiter. Walt did an awesome job as our personal tour guide and Marine Honor 
Guard. OOORAH Walt! Walt has already been doing recon on where to stay and what to do at the new venue “The Summit” in 
West Virginia for the next Jambo in three years. Last but not least, I’d like to thank the Jamboree committee for all their direction 
and input to make this event happen.  
 

I am extremely proud to have been entrusted as the Scoutmaster of Jamboree Troop 1220 of the Blue Water Council. Parents thank 
you for sending your sons and Troop, thank you for pulling together as a unit. You done good.  
Kevin Koveck, Scoutmaster Troop 1220 and 245  

Scouting For Food National Good Turn Project 
Community Service is a big part of Scout-
ing and collecting food for families in need 
falls right into that category. The Blue    
Water Council and the Salvation Army will 
once again be teaming up for this years Scouting For Food 
program. Our kick-off dinner will be November 15, 2010 at 
the Salvation Army on Court Street at 6:30 pm. Please RSVP 
at the Scout Service Center if your unit is attending the dinner. 
Maps will be available to sign up your neighborhoods. Food 
bags will be passed out on December 4 and pickup is Decem-
ber 11, 2010. 



Commissioner Corner… 
Our first Commissioner Meeting of the fall 
was held on September 1st at the Scout 
Service Center. We had a good turn out and I 
felt heartened by the enthusiasm shown by 
those present. In the future, our Commis-
sioner Meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of every 
month at the Service Center, unless otherwise indicated. All 
interested Scouters are invited to attend these meetings. We 
are always looking for experienced Scouters who have some 
time and a love for Scouting to become Unit Commissioners. 
Unit Commissioners serve as a valuable resource for unit lead-
ers and help provide information and suggestions to make 
their program better. 
 

The Cub Scout Program has been restructured for this year. 
The booklet is designed to train cub leaders and gives leaders 
a step by step guide as to how the program is to be run. While 
there is some flexibility, if leaders follow the guidelines 
closely, advancement for Cub Scouts is assured. New leaders 
will find the training booklet a great help as it will answer all 
of their questions. Our two District Executives, Cyndi 
Jagodzinski and Korissa Kramer, are our resident experts in 
the new program. Unit Commissioners should familiarize 
themselves with the new program so they can better assist 
their units. 
 

We have some great events coming up for both Cub Scouts 
and Boy Scouts in October. Mom and Me for Cub Scouts and 
Fall Camporee for Boy Scouts. There is Cub Leader training 
in October and November and Boy Scout leader training in 
November. Unit Commissioners should strongly encourage 
unit leaders to avail themselves of these training opportunities. 
This new Scouting Year gives us great opportunities to      
provide a quality program for the youth in our community. As 
Blue Water Council Commissioners, we are dedicated to help 
all of our units have a great Scouting Year!  
Sincerely,  Steve McPherson, Council Commissioner 
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Memorials 
 

Monica Rotarius 
Kirk & Carol Kammer 
Paul & Kathy Welser 

Adult Leader Award Recipient 
Cub Scout Den Leader Award  -  Dan Hill 
Webelos Den Leader Award  -  Dan Hill 
 

Scout Shop News 
Round Up is here; we have all the gear you need to outfit your 
Scout with a new uniform and accessories. Visit 
www.scoutstuff.org and make your list before visiting the 
Scout Shop. If we don’t have it in stock, it can be special or-
dered at no additional charge. The Scout Shop is open Mon-
day-Friday 9am-5pm and Saturdays through October 23rd 
from 10am-1pm. If you are unable to make it to the Scout 
Shop, call, email or fax your order and we can ship it out to 
you. 
 

New for fall is the Youth Denim jeans available 
at the Scout Shop for $9.99, they are not offi-
cial uniform pants. The fall uniform special is 
still running until October 31, purchase a shirt, 
hat, neckerchief and slide and receive your 
Council Strip, World Crest and unit number emblems for free. 
 

The Scout Shop will also accept gently used uniforms for 
Scouts unable to afford a new uniform or you may wish to 
start a used uniform exchange within your own unit. 
 

Blue Water Council #277 is also now on 
Facebook. Look for our page and you can be 
kept up to date with events and other happen-
ings within the council��If your unit has a 
website or Facebook page let me know and I 
will link you to us.  

Black River Basin District News 
Here we are in full swing of our fall season and all the action 
that goes with it! Thanks to the Pack leaders for getting the 
Boy Talks and Round-ups scheduled and recruiting all those 
new Cub Scouts for exciting new adventures! 
 

Boy Scout Troops-Let’s have an open house to fill up those 
troops and patrols! Contact me ASAP!  
We are well on our way to earning Centennial Quality District 
thanks to all of our volunteers on a unit and district level! 
Yeah!!!! It takes all of us working together to make it happen! 
Thank you for your dedication to Scouting! 
 

Cyndi Jagodzinski  

Centennial Council Shoulder Patch  
Available Now 
Patch collectors alert! There is a limited edition Blue Water 
Council shoulder strip to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 
of Scouting! 
 

Black Ghost Patch $3.50          White Ghost Patch $3.50 
Black Ghost with gold $10.00  White Ghost with gold $10.00 
 

There will be 500 of each black and white ghost patches and 
only 100 of the gold lettering patches. We expect these will go 
fast. Purchases are limited to two (2) solid ghost patches and 
one (1) ghost patch with gold lettering per person.  If you have 
any questions, contact Cyndi Jagodzinski at 810-982-9529. 

Hunter Safety Class at Silver Trails 
Ranger Jerry will be offering a Hunter Safety Class through 
the DNR at Silver Trails the weekend of November 5, 6 & 7. 
The class is 6-9 pm on Friday, 9 am-5 pm on Saturday and 1-5 
pm on Sunday. You must attend classes all three days to get 
your certificate. Class size is limited. The cost is $10 and in-
cludes lunch on Saturday. Call Ranger Jerry for more informa-
tion at 810-982-9529. 



Training Offered for All 
Scout Leaders 
Every Scout deserves a Trained Leader. 
Running a good program is key to recruiting and retaining your 
Scouts. Our Cub Scout and Boy Scout training teams are well-
experienced and willing to share their knowledge of how to do 
just that in your own units. Flyers are available on the Blue 
Water Council website www.bwcbsa.org. All new and existing 
volunteers must have Youth Protection training. As Lord     
Baden-Powell once said, “Scouting is a game with a purpose”. 
Let’s have fun while doing just that! Any questions, contact 
Cub Scout Chair Dawn Almstadt 810-392-2805 or Boy Scout 
Chair Dave Zarling 810-987-0226.  
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Boy Scout Leader Training in November 
Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmaster training and Outdoor  
Leader Skills will be held at Silver Trails November 5-7, 
2010. (Friday thru Sunday)  Leaders will take both trainings 
over the weekend and receive their trained patch. Cost is $30 
and covers all meals and materials. Please visit the council 
website at www.bwcbsa.org for a registration flier and more 
information, or call Cyndi Jagodzinski at 810-982-9529.  

BSA Online Learning Center 
The site provides a variety of materials, from quick references 
to complete courses, all designed to help our members improve 
leadership skills and deliver a quality program.  
Courses include: This is Scouting which replaces New Leader 
Essentials; Cub Scout Leader Fast Start; Youth Protection; Boy 
Scout Leader Fast Start; Troop Committee Challenge; Staffing 
the District Committee; Unit Commissioner Fast Start; Scout-
parents Unit Coordinator; Trek Safely; Climb on Safely; Safety 
Afloat; Safe Swim Defense; Hazardous Weather; Welcome to 
Den Chief Training and several Venturing Courses. Log on to  
http://olc.scouting.org and sign up to take some of these 
courses. Registered members of the BSA may provide their 
member numbers as part of the user profile to receive credit for 
taking the courses. Otherwise print out the certificate and send 
it to the Scout Service Center so you can get credit for the train-
ing. 

Den Chief Training At Silver Trails 
This training is for all Boy Scouts who want to become a Den 
Chief for a local Cub Scout Den. The training is Saturday, 
November 6 from 9 am to 1 pm at Silver Trails. The applica-
tion is on our website www.bwcbsa.org and must be signed by 
the Scoutmaster. The cost is $10 and includes the Den Chief 
book and lunch. For more information contact Cyndi 
Jagodzinski at 810-982-9529 or 
cyndi.jagodzinski@scouting.org. 

We Need You! 
The Blue Water Council is always in need of 
volunteers to help run our events. We have many 
events such as Dad & Lad, Cub Scare Night, 
Twilight Camp, and Mom & Me for Cub Scouts 
and Klondikes, Camporees and Campmasters for Boy Scouts. 
All registered adults are invited to staff or even take the plunge 
and become an event chairperson! We cannot do it without 
you! Call the Scout Service Center at 810-982-9529 to let us 
know how you want to get involved.    

Florida Sea Base 2011 Adventure 
July 31-August 6, 2011 
Fun in the Sun! Join us in the adventure! 
If the long tiring hike isn’t for you, then try the big 
blue sea!!! Trade in your hiking boots for a snorkel and some 
fins! Join us for an awesome aquatic adventure in the fabulous 
Florida Keys! For a full seven days we will go sailing, sea kay-
aking, deep sea fishing, snorkeling, and camping on primitive 
Big Munson Island, visiting Key West, and much, much more! 
How about sleeping in a hammock hanging from a Gumbo tree!  

 

We will participate in an action-packed program with many 
great adventures and opportunities to see very diverse marine 
life. There are sharks, barracudas, stingrays, eels, and lots of 
beautiful colorful fish as well as North America’s only living 
coral reef! Imagine snorkeling in the middle of all of that?  
 

The Blue Water Council invites registered youth and adults to 
participate in the Florida Sea Base, Keys Adventure program in 
2011 at the Brinton Environmental Center on Islamorada     
Island, Florida Keys between the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic 
Ocean. There are only five (5) youth positions still available! 
All youth applying must be 14 by September 1, 2011 and not 
older than 20 years of age and registered in a Boy Scout Troop, 
Venturing Crew or Sea Scout Ship. All adults must be at least 
21 years old to apply and registered through the Blue Water 
Council. Sign up today! Don’t miss out on this Awesome    
Opportunity! Applications are available at www.bwcbsa.org or 
at the Scout Service Center. For more information contact 
Cyndi Jagodzinski at 810-982-9529 or 
cyndi.jagodzinski@scouting.org  

Wood Badge Training for Adult Leaders                       
Leadership Training at its Best! Wood Badge is a series of fun 
and educational training activities that are conducted with a 
high degree of integrity and personal respect. The Wood Badge 
experience includes: learning and applying leadership tech-
niques, learning effective managerial skills in a classroom set-
ting, solving problems and meeting challenges, developing 
friendships that will last a lifetime, putting the “Scouting 
Method” into practice by camping, cooking and working as a 
team, and having a great time with lots of fun! The Blue Water 
Council has teamed with Tall Pine Council in Flint to offer this 
great course on two three-day weekends on August 12-14, 2011 

and September 9-11, 2011 at Camp Holaka 
in Lapeer. The course is limited to 48      
participants and the spots are going fast! 
Sign up today! Flyers with all the details are 
available on www.bwcbsa.org or at the 
Scout Service Center.   

BALOO & OWL Training at Silver Trails 
Cub Scout leaders here is your chance to take the required 
training you need to take Packs overnight camping and     
Webelos Dens camping. The training is Saturday, November 
6 from 9 am-4 pm and the cost is $10. Check out the registra-
tion form on our website: www.bwcbsa.org. 
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WANTED-GENTLY USED UNIFORMS 
Leaders please encourage your Scouts to recycle their old       
uniforms. There is a great need this year. Have a uniform       
exchange in your unit or donate them to the Scout Service Center. 

     The National Guardsman standing on the center curb of the Mackinac Bridge was very unsteady. In fact he looked as 
if he might fall over. The bridge was wiggling side to side, a lot, making it hard to walk, and even harder to stand.  
The Guardsman looked a bit concerned. We overheard his radio contact assuring him it is normal for the bridge to 
move like this! He didn’t look reassured! 
     Joining thousands of other folks in the Labor Day Bridge Walk had been a tradition for us in the Seventies and 
Eighties. We hadn’t done the five mile walk in about twenty years. It was just like old times! (Except I didn’t see the 
folks that used to polka across the bridge…..they probably forgot to stop at Mackinaw City the last time they did it 
and ended up in Hamtramck!) 
     On the center span, more than 200 feet above the water, Mackinac Island is quite a sight. There, between the ivory towers of the 
bridge, towering in magnificence above the Straits of Mackinaw, I remembered my stay on the island that ended only a few weeks 
before. 
     Mackinac Island Service Troop 168 hadn’t gone to the Island until August this year. The timing made for many changes in the 
Troop. The most notable effect was the absence of many of the older Scouts that normally have participated. It seems that the high 
school football programs begin the first week in August, which made it impossible for them to come. 
     From my vantage point, as the cook for the Troop, the effects were huge. I watched the Troop as they came through the chow 
line for breakfast, which consisted of pancakes and sausage, on Monday morning. 
     There was a difference from past Troops. Most notably, the Scouts seemed to be younger, and smaller, than normal. When one 
young Scout put two pancakes on his plate, I stopped him. 
    “What are you doing?” I asked. 
    “Getting some pancakes”, the Scout responded, in a quiet voice. 
    “We don’t serve two pancakes here. We serve three, six, nine, or twelve, but never TWO!” I told him, in a very stern voice. 
     He looked at me, somewhat bewildered. Realizing I had shocked him, I said, “Just kidding, you can have as many or as few as 
you like!”  From then on, I was reminded at every meal that the food demand was below normal. These guys just didn’t eat as 
much as the Troop normally did. 
     At the end of the week, we had a substantial amount of food left over. Rollin, one of the Assistant Scoutmasters, contacted a 
“community kitchen” which works through St. Ann’s church, there on the island. They were very grateful to receive the leftovers, 
and the Troop felt a sense of service in providing supplies for their cause. 
     Another tradition disrupted by the change in our calendar was my morning walk to Arch Rock to watch the sun rise. Going up to 
the island so late in the summer meant the sun didn’t rise till almost seven o’clock, instead of before six o’clock as in the past. By 
seven o’clock, I am normally in the midst of flipping pancakes, frying potatoes, or baking my famous Quiche Janette’. (Who said 
Boy Scouts don’t eat Quiche!) There was just no time for the sunrise this year! 
     The perfect weather during the Bridge Walk made up for the missed sunrises. Walking was comfortable as I continued toward 
the south tower on the bridge. It was cool, but not cold. I walked on grating portion of the bridge deck, which gave me a lot of 
breathing room. Many folks are bothered about walking on the grating and divert to the solid roadway. 
     I remembered another day this past summer, prior to the Mackinac Trip. I worked at Webelos Weekend, teaching the Scientist 
and Engineering Achievements. When the Webelos finished building catapults, we provided them marshmallows to shoot. They 
used the catapults like sidearms and had a blast shooting the marshmallows all around the building! It was great! 
     Passing the south anchorage of the bridge, my thoughts passed from Webelos Weekend to June, when we had driven to Montana 
for my daughter’s wedding. 
     It was a perfect cowboy style wedding. It was outdoors, on the Gallatin River. Many of the folks in attendance were cowboys; 
not the urban kind - the real deal. The reception was a bar-b-que, and there was a campfire and horseshoes! The weather was     
perfect, with the classic “Big Sky” of Montana. (The sky doesn’t get any bigger or bluer.) There was even a partial lunar eclipse 
that evening to top it off. (By the way, the bride and her mother were both beautiful!) 
     On the return trip, we chauffeured my Mother-in-Law, and my wife’s Sister and Brother-in-Law and acted as tour guides for 
them. We visited all the classic spots; Yellowstone, Little Big Horn, Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse, Needles Drive, Sturgis and of 
course, Wall Drug. I guess I couldn’t have packed more into one summer. 
     My attention returned to the Bridge Walk when I reached the “finish line” at the southern end of the bridge. I looked at the thou-
sands of people behind me, in front of me, and the bridge itself. The green suspension cables and ivory towers cast an imposing 
silhouette against the Michigan sky. I had reflected on the events of a very busy summer over the course of the 5 miles. 
     I couldn’t help but think about something one of Cowboys at my daughter’s wedding said to me. It was pretty well into the   
reception when Jeff approached me, and said, “It just don’t get any better than this! What more could a man want!” 
     Well, in considering my busy summer, with Scouting and my daughter’s wedding, I have to say, he was right. Encourage your 
Scouts to always get out there and enjoy all that is around them! They’ll be quoting Jeff’s words, too!    Steve Down 

Newspaper Collection: Troop 200 from Capac collects 
newspapers. They have a collection box and trailer on the  
corner of M21 and Capac Road.  For questions call David 
McClelland at 810-887-9307. 
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The Scout Shop will be open on Saturdays from 10 am until 1 pm from September 18 thru October 23 2010. 

Scout Service Center Staff  810-982-9529  e-mail address  
Paul Schwartz Scout Executive paulw.schwartz@scouting.org 
Korissa Kramer District Executive korissa.kramer@scouting.org 
Cyndi Jagodzinski      Paraprofessional   cyndi.jagodzinski@scouting.org 
Janice Dubay Office Mgr./Finance   jdubay@bsamail.org 
Jerry Deeg Camp Ranger jerry.deeg@scouting.org 
Judy McCarthy Secretary/Receptionist  jumccart@bsamail.org 
Lori  Thueme Scout Shop Manger        lori.thueme@scouting.org 

Council President  
Earl DesJardins                          810-984-5506 ext 201 
 

Council Commissioner  
Steve McPherson                          810-966-2246 
 

Black River Basin District  
Terry Green-District Chairman         810-385-7669 
Randy Smith-District Commissioner        810-305-0783 
 

3-Rivers District  
Dan Steinmetz-District Chairman            810-392-3616 
Dan Conrad-District Commissioner         810-794-9907 
 

Roundtable Commissioners  
Chris Knuth-BS Roundtable                   810-434-6173 
Kathy Graham, Joni MacLean,  
Sarah LeBeau, Stacy Dasher CS RT Team 
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Scout Service Center Hours: 
Monday through Friday from 9 am until 5 pm. 

Also from 10 am until 1 pm on Saturdays   
until October  23, 2010. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


