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Editor: Judy McCarthy

Fromt our Scout Executive

Greeting Scouters,

Scouts and Scouters in the Blue Water Council will
take part in Anniversary Week, February 4-10, high-
lighting the 97th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of
America.

Thursday, February 8, marks the official anniversary
celebration. It was on that date in 1910 that the BSA
was formally organized in Washington, D.C.

A variety of special activities is planned to mark the
week’s observance. Included in these activities are
Summer Camp promotions, the Eagle Scout Banquet,
Boy Scout Troop Court of Honors, and dozens of Cub
Scout Pack Blue and Gold celebrations. Special reli-
gious observances will be held on Scout Sunday, Feb-
ruary 4. This is also the season for Klondike Derbies.

The purposes of Scouting have not changed one bit
over the years. We still strive to build character, instill
ideals of good citizenship, and foster personal fitness
in young people. Some of our methods have tried to
keep up with the times. How to stop a run away horse
has long been replaced with more current and helpful
training, like communications and computers. These
tools are vehicles to character development. The tools
change, but the purpose of Scouting endures.

I believe the enduring values of Scouting will remain
significant for all generations of Americans. No matter
where technology takes us, we will need a guiding
structure; a code of conduct, and the Scouting pro-
gram provides the best one | know.

Thanks for all you do to deliver to young people the
valuable lessons of Scouting.

Good Scouting to you and yours,

Jeffrey L. Purdy
Scout Executive

Lord Baden Powell
Founder Boy Scouts 1910

Friends of Scouting Needs You!

You and your son have benefited and

enjoyed some great times in Scouting

with the Blue Water Council for the last  FRIENDS OF SCOUTING
several years. We have a great Scout

Service Center, made great improvements at Silver Trails
Scout Reservation, held many activities with low fees, main-
tained a full staff and kept a full inventory in the Scout Shop.

Your help is needed. The Friends of Scouting drive is our
most significant source of funds. The harder we work at this
drive, the more success we will have. Every unit needs to
have a Friends of Scouting presentation. This is a 10-minute
presentation telling the financial story of the Blue Water
Council and giving all parents and unit alumni an opportunity
to support the program they believe in.

It costs over $100 to provide the program and support of the
Blue Water Council for a member. That pays for the Silver
Trails Scout Reservation; supports the programs provided,;
maintains the Scout Service Center; helps train your leaders;
provides a staff of eight including ranger, professional staff
and office support; pays for mailings and materials to aid
leaders.

Please support Scouting this year through the Friends of
Scouting campaign. Volunteer Friends of Scouting present-
ers will share the story at Blue & Gold Banquets and Courts
of Honor from January through March. Thank you for your
generous support.

It’s February Charter Turn-In Time

Every unit should have their re-charter packet by now. If
you have not received your charter packet please contact
your District Executive. There is a check-list in your packet
to help you get ready. Every unit needs to re-charter by Feb-
ruary 28, 2007. The council is having three charter turn-in
nights to help with this process.

The charter turn-in nights available are:
Thursday, February 8 from 6-8 pm at St. Mary’s Church
in St. Clair
Thursday, February 15 from 6-8pm at Kids Connection
in Sandusky
Tuesday, February 20 from 5-8pm at the Scout Service
Center

The goal is to have 100% of our units re-charter on time and
with everyone working together we can get the job done.

All Charters Due by February 28, 2007

This newsletter is being mailed to the addresses of all registered adults.
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Webelos Winter Trek that is! What an exciting day we have
planned for the mighty Webelos on Saturday, February 17,
2007! How would you like to earn two activity badges, a belt-
loop AND have a blast outdoors? Have you ever raced a Klon-
dike sled, or played tug-o-war in the snow? How about leading
your friends blindfolded while they carry a fresh egg? These
are just a few of the activities waiting for you. Are you up for
the challenge?

Hurry and register for this awesome event!
Forms are due to the Scout Service
center by February 9. Registrations
by pack are appreciated, but not re-
quired. The Scientist and Readyman badges will
be earned along with the Science beltloop. The fee
for Webelos is $10 each and adults $5 each. A
hearty lunch is provided for all.

Please make sure to dress for the weather with the appropriate
gear! No tennis shoes allowed. We don’t want any toes with
frosthite! If you have any questions, call John Houser at 810-
982-9529 or email at jhouser@bsamail.org. Extra forms are
available at the Scout office.

Cub Scout/ Webelos Scout Resident Camp News
On Monday March 5, 7:00 PM at Silver Trails Scout Reserva-
tion there will be a Cub Scout/Webelos Scout Resident Camp
open house. This event is for all leaders and parents who
would like to learn more about resident camp and how to get
their son to resident camp. Staff members will be on hand to
answer questions and go over the program that will be offered
this summer. Some come on out and learn more about Resi-
dent Camp!

Resident Camp is an opportunity for Cub Scouts and Webelos
Scouts to get a jump start on earning achievements, having fun
in the outdoors, and making new friends. Boys can attend
Resident Camp with their dens or can come with a parent.
If you have questions on Resident Camp please contact Cindy
Gulyas at the Scout Service Center or cqulyas@bsamail.org
for more information.

Dates to remember for Resident Camp
March 5, 2007 Resident Camp Open House, 7PM
Silver Trails
April 13,2007 $10 Deposit Due
June 2, 2007 Remainder of Camp fees due
July 20-23, 2007 Cub Scout Resident Camp
Cubs cost $80.00 - Adults cost $40.00
July 20-24 Webelos Scout Resident Camp
Webelos $90.00 - Adults cost $45.00
Get your boys excited about this great camping experience!

Council Pinewood Derby Race for 2007

This year’s Council Pinewood Derby will be held on Saturday,
March 24 at VVanover Chevrolet, located across from Birch-
wood Mall in Fort Gratiot. All registered Cub Scouts and
their families are welcome to attend this fun event. Trophies
will be awarded for 1%, 2", and 3" places in each class. Each
participant will receive a patch. Only official Cub Scout Grand
Prix Pinewood Derby wheels and axles are permitted. You can
purchase Pinewood Derby kits and accessories at the Scout
Shop. All cars must meet official specifications found in the
derby Kits.

Tiger Cubs check-in at 9 AM Race at 9:45 AM

Wolves check-in at 10 AM Race at 10:45 AM
Bears check-in at 11 AM Race at 11:45 AM
Webelos check-in at noon Race at 12:45 AM

Each racer will need to pay an entry fee of $5 and it can be
paid in advance at the Scout Service Center.

Dad and Lad for 2007

One of the premiere events sponsored by the Blue Water
Council is right around the corner. Dad and Lad will once
again be split into two sessions.

Session 1 will be May 4-5, 2007

Session 2 will be May 5-6, 2007
The good news is that this event traditionally draws over 1,000
Cubs Scouts and their dads. The bad news is that we have yet
to have a volunteer(s) step forward to chair the event. If you
have an interest, call John Houser at 810-982-9529 ASAP.

Think Summer - Think Day Camp
It is never too early to think about Day Camp. Once again, two
opportunities are offered for Day Camp. One during the day
and one at twi-light.
Day Camp South June 25-28, 2007 9 AM-2:30 PM
East China Twp. Park
Day Camp North August 6-9, 2007 4:30 PM-9 PM
Silver Trails Reservation

Two Cub Scout Roundtables Available

3 Rivers District Cub Scout Roundtable

The February 6 Cub Roundtable for the 3 Rivers District will
be conducted for all Cub Scout leaders in the district at the
Community Center at Goodells County Park at 7 PM. Com-
missioner John Arsenault and his staff have timely information
and ideas to help leaders conduct a quality program and Cub
Scout meeting.

Black River Basin Cub Scout Roundtable

Wednesday, February 7 Silver Trails 7 PM we will be cov-
ering March’s theme, Baloo Skies, come on out and make a
kite and see some great new ideas for March’s theme!
Wednesday, March 7 Silver Trails 7 PM we will be cover-
ing April’s theme, Cub Café. Pick up a friend and come on out
and see all the fun we are having at roundtable!
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Want to Try Scuba Diving?

The council is having a Scuba Diving Night on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 20, 7:30 at the YMCA. This is

for youth at least 15 years old and for

adults. The cost is $10.00 and all

equipment is provided. You are to pay

at the door and sign a waiver (youth

must have parents signature). Call the

Scout Service Center by Friday, February 16 to register. If you
have any questions call Mike Almanza at 364-2866.

Spring Camporee In April

Mark your calendars for April 27-29 for Spring Camporee and
Webelos-ree at Silver Trails Scout Reservation. Watch for the
next Bridge and your mailbox for more information.

POLAR BEAR 2007

Earn Your Polar Bear
The weather is getting colder, and it is

- v time to break out the heavy sleeping
| bags. Polar Bear runs from December
- H"‘M,:ﬁ“*-i" 1, 2006 through March 21, 2007. This

BLUE WATER COUNCIL

is a great opportunity for your Scouts
to learn winter survival techniques and have a fun outdoor
experience. When your troop has completed the program, fill
out the Polar Bear form. The form and the 2007 Polar Bear
Patch is available at the Scout Service Center. Each patch
costs $1.75.

Order of the Arrow oFPER0p,
and Elections s %
Scoutmasters are reminded to contact the 2 E
Scout Service Center, if they are interested in 2, ‘§°
scheduling an OA troop election. “OFAM“M

Please remember that the Scout should hold First Class rank.
The Scout must have 15 days and nights of camping during the
two years before this election. It must include one long term
camp consisting of six consecutive days and five nights. The
balance of camping must be overnight, weekend or other short
term camping. Scouts are elected to the Order by their fellow
troop or Varsity team members, with approval by the Scout-
master or Varsity Scout Coach. Adults must be recommended
and do not need to be elected.

After 10 months of service, an Ordeal member may take part
in the Brotherhood ceremony. Completion of this ceremony
signifies full membership in the OA.

Chickagami Lodge is in the process of forming additional
election teams to cover the large area of our council.
Scoutmasters, please contact Cindy Gulyas at the Scout Ser-
vice Center @ 1-888-987-2688 or cgulyas@bsamail.org.

OA members if you have not paid your dues for 2007
please get your payment into the Scout Service Center
as soon as possible!

Klondike North 2007-
Silver Trails Scout Reservation
February 23-24

Cost is $5 per person and $3 for second year Webelos who
may attend Saturday only. Webelos should plan to bring their
own lunch or partner up with a troop for lunch.
Pre-registration and payment must be received by February
21; late registrations will be $10 per person.

No meals are provided in the fee and Scouts will make lunch
on the trail Saturday (lunch must consist of something warm).
Scouts will be camping outdoors and cabin rentals are not
available on Friday night, however if you chose to stay over-
night on Saturday cabins are available, please make arrange-
ments by contacting the Scout Service Center. Scouts camp-
ing out on Friday night should earn their Polar Bear.

Please contact Cindy Gulyas at cqulyas@bsamail.org or 982-
9529 if you have any additional questions.

Boy Scout Roundtables: e
The next Roundtable will be held in conjunc- &(50_’

tion with the Klondike North slated for Friday, %ygty[ﬁg
February 23" at Silver Trails. The Roundtable a of
will begin at 7 PM. Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner Joe
Phillips is sorting out potential topics. The March Roundtable
will be held on Thursday, March 15™. Roundtable is a good
time to meet fellow Scout leaders as well as discuss and learn
new ideas and information.

Troop 101
Erick Harrison
Joshua Harrison

Troop 200
John Arsenault
James Jordan

Troop 106 Troop 294

Eric Langolf John Hall

Troop 169 Troop 327
Matthew Mullally Arthur Eschenburg 111

Eagle Scout Award Kits are being sponsored by the Port
Huron Kiwanis Club in memory of Clayton Berdan. Each Ea-
gle Scout receives an award kit which includes the Eagle Scout
patch, Eagle Scout medal, and parent pins. Thank you to the
Kiwanis for this generous contribution.




Training Opportunities for Adult Leaders

Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmaster Training

On March 23-25 at Silver Trails Scout Reservation Scoutmas-
ter and Assistant Scoutmaster Training will be held. Please
note that this is a change from the original program calen-
dar. Training will begin on Friday night and conclude Sunday
afternoon. Participants will complete Fast Start, Leader spe-
cific, Youth Protection, and Out-

door Leader training this week-

end. Cost will be $30 for the * i

weekend which will cover all na’ned
program materials and food. To

sign up for the training or for more information please call the
Scout Service Center.

Venture Leader Training on February 10

Venture leader training will be held on Saturday, February 10
from 1—5 pm at Silver Trails Scout Reservation. Cost will
be $5.00 and will cover training materials, a trained patch, and

refreshments. 1f you have any questions please contact Cindy
Gulyas at the Scout Service Center.

Gl S0 ©0 Caline?

Cub Scout Outdoor Leader Training is available for all lead-
ers! If you are a little confused about the outdoors and need
some information, or want some new ideas about taking your
Cubs outdoors, this training is for you! This one-day session
will include two trainings, BALOO and Webelos Leader Out-
door.

BALOO stands for Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation.
That means any Cub Scout Pack can go camping when their
leaders or parents take the BALOO training. It is a supplemen-
tal training to help pack leadership plan and carry out a fun
and safe campout for Cub Scouts and their families. At least
one adult in the pack must have BALOO to take a pack camp-
ing overnight.

Webelos Leader Outdoor is for Webelos Leaders who want to
get those older Scouts outdoors for some exciting nature fun.
Learn the ins and outs of taking your den camping. Tenting,
cooking, hiking...how about a campfire story and warm gooey
marshmallows? All the information you need is included to
have a successful outdoor experience.

All of this training is available on Saturday, March 10, 2007 at
Silver Trails Scout Reservation at 9am, just in time for warm
weather camping! Come on down and sign up for Cub Scout
Outdoor Leader Training!

Registration is required at the Scout Service Center by Thurs-
day, March 8. The cost is $5 per person. Training materials
and lunch are provided. If you have any questions, contact
Cindy Gulyas at 810-982-9529.

Philmont Scout Ranch Trek
June 21—]July 6, 2008

Here is your chance to experience the greatest
National High Adventure Camp in the USA.
Philmont is a working ranch located in Cimarron,
New Mexico. Picture this, one hundred, thirty-seven thou-
sand acres or two hundred square miles, of mountains, can-
yons and foothills, with trails leading you to your greatest
Scouting experience ever! You will spend eleven days of
backpacking, camping, and participating in programs. These
could include rock climbing, black powder rifle, panning for
gold and more. All of this in the Sangre de Cristo Mountain
Range.

We are taking $100.00 deposits with applications turned in for
30 Boy Scouts and 6 adults. We may take more adults later.
The tentative cost for this trip is $1,300.00. Payments will be
spread out over several months and there will be fundraisers
to help defray the cost. The fees will cover all transportation,
food, Philmont fees, and materials needed for training and
expedition. Fees will not be refundable unless you are re-
placed by someone else. Applications are available at the
Scout Service Center and will be available at Scout Sunday.
Deposits and applications must be in to the Scout Service
Center no later than April 1, 2007. After that date applica-
tions may be on the over flow list.

Scouts can participate if they are 14 years old on January 1,
2008 or will have completed the eighth grade and 13 before
we leave. Boy Scouts can attend as a youth member through
the age of 17 years old. Venture Scouts can attend through
the age of 20 years old.

Scoutmasters or Venture Crew Advisors , we will come to
your Court of Honor or meetings to conduct a Philmont pres-
entation to encourage your youth members and parents to
attend Philmont 2008. You can contact Terry Green at (810)
385-7669 to set up a date for a presentation.

Why wait, get your applications and deposits in today!

Popcorn Top Seller Party
The Popcorn Top Seller Party
was held January 13 at the Blue
Water Sportsdome. Over 90 top
sellers participated in the event.
The top seller for each district
earned a 21 speed bicycle. Pic-
tured is Antonio Colon-
Smielewski of pack 222 who
was the top producer for the
Three Rivers District. The top
producer for the Black River
Basin District was Spencer
Gratz of pack 135. Congratula-
tions to all the boys for their
hard work.




Memorials

Ralph O. Butler III
Charles & Peggy Homberg
Ralph O Butler V
Nathan Butler
Mrs. Vivian Yon
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Moran
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Collins
Ms. Floyetta Rolighed
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Collins
Hertz Farm Management
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Matthews

Norbert Gragowski
Bill & Jane Barden

Mary Grochowski
Ken & Reggie Kurtz

Joe Nichols
Steve Down

Dale Randall
Steve Down

Silver Beaver Award Nominations Due
The highest award a council can give one of
its volunteers is the Silver Beaver Award.
Each year the Blue Water Council awards
two deserving volunteers with this award at
its annual Council Recognition Dinner. This
year the dinner will be held on May 14,
2007. Award recipients are nominated by >
individuals and are “surprised” with the award at this dinner.

Award nominations are now being accepted at the Scout Ser-
vice Center for the 2007 Silver Beaver Awards. Nomination
forms can be picked up at the Service Center and must be re-
turned by Friday March 16, 2007. There are no set criteria for
this award; however the selection committee considers Scout-
ing experience, other community and religious involvement,
leadership and other recognition. As always the more informa-
tion that is provided on the nomination form the more able the
selection committee can pick the most deserving candidates.
Letters of support can also accompany the nomination form. If
incomplete nominations are received, before the deadline, they
will be returned for additional information.

Please contact the Scout Service Center for nomination forms
and any questions.

The Detroit Kennel Club Dog Show is

Saturday & Sunday, March 3—4, 2007 ‘
Come and meet the Stars of the DKC Dog Shows
and earn the K-9 Care Patch. All Scout groups are . x4

invited to tour the show floor and watch the com-

petition. A special advance ticket group price of $10.00 and
patch order must be in by February 16. Forms are available at
the Scout Service Center or you can call Carolynn Gleich
(248)540-5206 or email gleichgroupsales@aol.com. Refresh-
ments are available and bag lunches are permitted. For more
information on the show, visit www.DetroitKennelClub.com

Scout Shop News......

Well winter is finally here and the warm clothes are on the
shelves! Come in to see the selection of fleece vests, pull-
overs and sweatshirts. They are great for sitting around that
campfire with all your Scout buddies. Everyone needs warm
stuff for all the winter events coming up.

The store is also stocked and ready for all those Pinewood
Derbies and Blue & Gold banquets too. We have all the ac-
cessories you need for both activities along with awards of
many kinds. Patches, ribbons, medals, pins, you name it, we
have it. Don’t forget to present a nice gift at your banquet for
the special leaders who give so much of their time. There are
lots of items to choose from... mugs, vases, books, and
watches... come in and take a look.

A note for all packs and troops... if you need a big order of
patches, books, badges, or anything else, call ahead and we
will make sure to have it ready for you. Special orders are
also available with no shipping charges.

The Scout Shop is open Monday —Friday, 9-5. Come in and
see us soon!

Have a great Scouting day! Cyndi

Commissioner’s Corner
WHO, WHAT, WHY

WHO, is your unit commissioner and roundtable commis-
sioner? Do you have a working relationship with them?

WHAT do commissioners do? They are there to help you, not
rule. They guide you about Scouting practices, chartering,
roundup, centennial quality awards, etc. They are a resource
to help bridge packs & troops to foster unit interaction and
retention. They assist in providing and obtaining registration
data and ideas to maintain and better our units, districts and
council.

WHY interact with your commissioner? Commissioners have
experience; often they have held multiple roles as a volunteer.
We seek commissioners who also have personal & life skills
that enable them to be good listeners and diplomats who will
aid you when sensitive issues arise. Eventually all units have
them. They are not judges or enforcers, but are to be a third
party, calm impartial intermediary. They also can share
Scouting experiences with you to give you options to develop
your units program and practices. We all can learn from each
others background.

If you, or someone you know could be a qualified candi-
date...please contact one of us for further discussion.

Yours in service,
Les LaBroski
810-966-5040

Terry Green
810-385-7669
Pete Cangemi
810-327-2327




Blue Water Council’s Scout Sunday/
Camping & High Adventure Rally

This year’s council-wide Scout Sunday program is going to be
at the Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2501 Stone St., Port
Huron.

This service will be at 2:00 pm, Sunday, February 4, 2007.
Following the service is the Camping & High Adventure
Rally where you can visit tables and displays from various
Michigan camps, our Cub Scout Day Camp, Cub/Webelos
Resident Camp, as well as Philmont. The rally is designed to
help your unit decide where to go camping if you haven’t de-
cided or help individuals members get excited about going to
camp. You can come as an individual or as a unit. Your uni-
form is appropriate. Refreshments will be served.

Eagle Scout Banquet Will Be
Monday, February 5, 2007

The Eagle Scout Award is the highest rank
achieved by a Boy Scout. To earn this award Boy
Scouts must earn at least 21 merit badges, serve in
a leadership role, and plan an Eagle Scout leader-
ship service project. The young men who earn this
prestigious award in 2006 are brought together as a
group to recognize their achievement. The Blue Water Coun-
cil had 43 Scouts earn their Eagle Scout Award in 2006. At
the Eagle Scout Banquet, the council will be honoring these
Scouts and their inspirers. The banquet will be held Monday,
February 5, 2007 at Crystal Gardens in Marysville beginning
at 6:30. The cost of the dinner for the Eagle Scouts and their
inspirers are free. The cost for others to attend is $13.00 each.
Please get your reservations into the Scout Service Center by
January 29, 2007.

Mark Porter Scholarship For Eagle Scouts

The Mark Porter Memorial Scholarship is for a high school
senior Eagle Scout active in the Blue Water Council. Appli-
cations may be picked up and turned in at the Scout Service
Center. The deadline for all applications is Tuesday, April 17,
2007. The scholarship will be awarded at the Blue Water
Council Annual Dinner on Monday, May 14, 2007.

Pancake & Sausage Brunch
Bake Sale
Sunday April 22, 2007—8 am to 1 pm

American Legion,
6th & Wall, Port Huron, MI

Adults $5.00  Seniors 55 & up $3.50
Kids 6-12 $3.00 Kids 5 & under Free

g

Come and help support the Mackinac
Island Service Troop 168 and enjoy a
great brunch! Tickets from any ser-
vice troop Scout or call

Mike Almanza at 364-2866

District Appreciation Dinner Set

Mark your calendar for the District Appreciation Dinner to be
held Wednesday, April 18 at the Fore Lakes Golf Club. The
Three Rivers and Black River Basin Districts will host the
event. Each district will present their District Committees for
approval as well as award the District Award of Merit. Each

unit is also asked to select its “Most Valu-
’Q'

able Volunteer” to be recognized at the din-
Award of Merit

ner. More details will be out shortly. Fellow-
ship will begin at 6:30 PM and the dinner
will be a 7 PM. Registrations need to be in
the Scout Office by Thursday, April 12, 2007. Menu choice
will be fish or stuffed pork. The cost will be $17 per person.

Event: District Appreciation Dinner
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2007

Time: 6 PM social and 7 PM dinner
Location: Fore Lakes Golf Course

5810 Flinchbaugh Rd, Kimball Twp.
Cost: $17.00/person

Want to help make Maple Syrup?

Scouts are invited to help make maple syrup at Lost Lake
Scout Reservation. Their 2007 Sugar Bush Program is on four
weekends in March. The Maple Syrup Pro-
gram is $10/person and you will collect sap &
make maple syrup, learn about the history of
syrup making, Saturday night movie & pop-
corn and pancake breakfast on Sunday morn-
ing. Lodging requires a separate registration.
(Confirm lodging reservations separately at
248-338-0035 ext. 25). Program registration
does not guarantee accommodation. For more information call
Scott Gursky at 989-544-2551. Online registration at
Www.cvc-bsa.org.
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Opportunity For Service

The American Cancer Society is looking for volunteers to
help out at the Relay For Life on May 19-20, 2007 at McMor-
ran Place. If your troop would like to help call Sean Howard
at 810-841-5888 or Jessica Schweihofer 810-706-1251 or
810-733-3702.

Scout Night with the Rampage

The Grand Rapids Rampage Arena Football Team is having a
Scout Night on Saturday, April 21, 2007, game time 7 pm.
Each Scout receives a Rampage 10th Anniversary patch.
Tickets are $12.00 each, orders must be received by March
30, 2007. For more information call 616-559-1871 extension
3011 for Alison or extension 3039 for Susan.

Scouting for Food Update

The following units participated in the Scouting For Food
drive for the Salvation Army:

Packs: 102, 111, 123, 130, 135, 141, 154, 169, 171, 178,
201, 216, 246. Troops: 100,101, 104, 106, 141, 146, 168,
169, 178, 216. Their combined efforts resulted in over 3300
bags of food being collected. Thank you to these units for
their service to those less fortunate.




From Steve Dowin's Eaal@aal@ ..

The holiday season is almost over for another year. | say almost, because here it is January, and some folks
still have their Christmas lights up! Maybe that’s the smart way to do it. Put them up and leave them up all year!
(I wouldn’t mind — I enjoy the lights! If I could just find a way to keep the squirrels from chewing the wires, |
might consider it!)

The 2006 holidays took many of us through a full spectrum of emotions. From Thanksgiving to Christmas,
and the New Year celebrations, it was a time touched by happiness and celebration, as well as sadness and loss.

We were saddened by the loss of two colleagues, Joe Nichols and Dale Randall. These men were both signifi-
cant to the Blue Water Council, to Scouters and Scouts alike.

Under the Christmas lights that adorned the City during the holidays, another engineer and I reflected on the loss of Joe Nich-
ols, the Professional Engineer. We remembered numerous projects, small and large that Joe engineered. He impacted work at the
Scout Service Center, as City Engineer, and at Silver Trails, as a consultant to the Properties Committee.

In another conversation, at a Troop meeting, several of us reflected on the loss of Joe Nichols, the Scouter. Joe conducted
“Wilderness Survival” training like no other, and was a true Scout at heart. These conversations defined a man of integrity and
professional competence, as well one who lived by the Scout Law, and Oath.

Dale Randall sits fondly in my memory as a former member of the Mackinaw Island Service Troop. Dale was one of those
special leaders that brightened the room when he walked in. Whether playing volleyball, horseshoes, or coaching a boy that was
homesick, Dale was there for the boys.

I still laugh, as | remember Dale and Kirk Seibert, standing on the porch at the Scout Barracks, singing “It’s Beginning to Look
a Lot Like Christmas”, in July. Whatever the situation, the boys always benefited by Dale’s presence. Teaching them, helping
them, or entertaining them, it was always about the boys.

While the loss we feel is irrefutable, we can celebrate the blessing that both these men were to the Scout movement, and the
many lives they each touched. They were loved, appreciated, and are sadly missed.

In the midst of the holidays, I enjoyed the excitement of the Salvation Army “Scouting for Food” campaign. On the first Satur-
day, when we passed out the bags, there was a veritable army of Scouts, and adult support. The Boy Scouts were quite familiar
with the program, being veterans of the process. The Cub Scouts were a bit amazed with the whole thing, perhaps not really
grasping the true meaning, or potential impact of their labors.

On the second Saturday, we were all proud of the huge collection of food which grew to fill the entire bed of a stake truck.
Those who helped in the delivery to the collection center were blessed to witness a huge volume of food that had been collected
from throughout the entire council. Huge inventory that it was, it is never enough. There are always those left in need.

Scouting for Food, is an extremely valuable experience, not only for Scouts, but for the adult support as well. It is a reminder
that there are people in need, and that if we all work together, in support of each other, we can meet those needs, “head on”. Very
simply, it “feels good” to help. What a valuable lesson this is.

Of course, as we ponder the events of the past holiday season, and anticipate all that 2007 will bring, we must remember to
thank the Great Master for it all. It may have been the obvious blessing of folks sharing their wealth so that the most basic needs
of others might be met; it may have been the blessing of having known friends and colleagues that somehow made this a better
world; or it may have simply been the reality of knowing the true meaning of Christmas, and the Great Master’s love for us.

Count all your blessings as you look forward to more in 2007. As a Scouter you are in a unique position to positively influence
the youth of Blue Water Council. With each meeting, or event, contribute in whatever fashion you can. Be a blessing to those

around you, and the program you serve. The rewards are priceless. Steve Down 1/2007

Scout Night with the Y
“Flags” Hockey Team

The Port Huron Flags Hockey Team offers a
Scout Night this season. All Scouts and
Scouters are encouraged to attend the game at
McMorran Arena in uniform.

Spring Cleanup at Silver Trails 3
In exchange for your help at spring clean-up at *
Silver Trails, you will get to camp for free that '3
weekend. Bring your work clothes, gloves and

any tools you think you will need. Remember Silver Trails is

your camp, so we should all chip in and help. Reservations for The game is Saturday, February 17, 2007.

cabins or campsites are on a first come basis at the Scout Ser-
vice Center. Mark your calendar for April 20-22 and come on
out to Silver Trails for the spring clean-up. Les LaBroski will
be the chairman of the clean-up. Any questions call Les at
810-966-5040.

The Port Huron Flags vs. Bloomington, game time 7:30 pm.

The cost for the games will be $8.00 for $12.00 seats ($4.00
savings per seat.) Tickets must be purchased in advance by
calling Shawn Brewer at 810-982-FLAG or email
shawnb@porthuronflag.net
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Council Commissioner
Peter Cangemi

Black River Basin District

James Kemp—District Chairman
Terry Green—District Commissioner
Joe Phillips—BS Roundtable Com.

3-Rivers District

Dan Steinmetz—District Chairman
Les LaBroski—District Commissioner
John Arsenault—CS Rdtble Com.
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1 have T-shirts not picked up from Mom & Me and

Lad. Please remind your parents about the shirts.

Scout Service Center Staff

e-mail addresss

Jeffrey L. Purdy
Cindy Gulyas
John Houser
Jamie Schoettle
Terry Faulk

Judy McCarthy
Cyndi Jagodzinski
Allen White

jpurdy@bsamail.org
cgulyas@bsamail.org
jhouser@bsamail.org
Office Mgr./Finance jschoett@bsamail.org
Camp Ranger 810-327-6685
Secretary/Receptionist jumccart@bsamail.org
Scout Shop Manager  cjagodzi@bsamail.org
Scoutreach 810-982-9529

Scout Executive
Sr. District Executive
District Executive
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924 7th Street
Port Huron, M1 48060

Member Agency

Non-Profit
Organization
PAID
Port Huron, Ml
48060
Permit No. 307




