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This newsletter is being mailed to the addresses of all registered adults. 

924 7th Street., Port Huron MI 48060           1-810-982-9529      1-888-98SCOUT   www.bwcbsa.org                                    Editor: Judy McCarthy 
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A SCOUT’S DECISION 

     With the National Jamboree soon approaching, I would like 
to share a story about two Scoutmasters and their Troops.  Both 
Troops were very strong and active; they both had between 35 
and 40 boys in their Troops. They both used the patrol method 
religiously and both Troops camped every month of the year.   
They both attended long term summer camp and planned high 
adventure trips annually.  They both attended  Northern Tier, 
Philmont and went whitewater rafting among other high adven-
ture activities. 
      These two Troops were also competitive with each other.  
They  always challenged each other to be the best Boy Scout 
Troop they could.   When it came to District Camporee compe-
titions, one of these Troops usually won.  Whether it was knot 
tying, bridge building, Klondike sled races, or survival hikes 
they almost always finished first and second.  They never had 
trouble recruiting boys because they both had good reputations 
for being active and fun. 
      They both had strong functioning Troop Committees and 
several Trained Assistant Scoutmasters,  of which, almost all 
were Woodbadge Trained.   When observing these two Troops, 
one would wonder who was having more fun the boys or the 
leaders. 
       Both Troops knew that training was important not only for 
the adults but also the boys.  They both sent several Scouts to 
National Youth Leadership Training every summer.   Both 
Troops felt training was important enough that the Troop 
would pay for the Scouts to attend NYLT and the adult leaders 
to attend Woodbadge. 
       So we have established these were both good Troops and 
good Scoutmasters, what’s the point. 
      Well, the point is one of these Scoutmasters approached the 
National Jamboree with the attitude that I want to make it 
known and available to all my Scouts.  I want every boy that is 
old enough to feel he has the opportunity to go to the National 
Jamboree.  That Scoutmaster ended up having 22 boys attend 
the last National Jamboree. 
      The other Scoutmaster said it cost too much and I don’t 
have any Scouts who could afford to go.  He had ZERO boys 
go to the National Jamboree. 
      If you are a Scoutmaster, Assistant Scoutmaster, Commit-
tee Member or a parent, please don’t make the decision for 
your Scouts of whether or not they can afford an experience 
that will change their lives forever.   Our job is to encourage 
them and make them feel they can do anything they put their 
mind and efforts toward.   You can make or break the dreams 
of these young men... it’s up to you. 
 
Paul W. Schwartz 
Scout Executive 
 

Popcorn Sales Results for 2008 
The 2008 Popcorn Sale has ended for another 
year with approximately $290,000 in sales 
despite a rough economy. From all indica-
tions, 69 boys have qualified for the Top 
Seller Party scheduled for January 10, 2009 at 
the YMCA in Port Huron. Those boys who sold over $600 will 
get an invitation to the event. 
 

The top 3 selling units  were Pack 333 with $17,987, Pack 320 
with $11,344 and Pack 261 with $10,255 in total sales. 
 

The top seller in the 3 Rivers District was Ryan Raver repre-
senting Pack 245 with $2,591 in sales and Black River Basin’s 
Ben Bovenschen who sold $2,581 for Pack 327. Each boy will 
earn a $150 gift certificate. 
 

To all Popcorn Kernels and Unit leaders: 
The popcorn distribution details are: 
 

When: Friday, December 5, 2008 
 

Where: FedEx Trade Networks (151 Gaffield Dr., Kimball, 
MI) which is located near the St. Clair County Airport just west 
of  I-94 in Marysville on Gratiot.  
 

Time: Check in will begin at 6 pm and conducted on a first 
come first serve basis. PLEASE REFRAIN FROM SHOW-
ING UP EARLY AS FEDEX IS STILL OPEN TO HAN-
DLE THEIR CUSTOMERS. After checking in, return to 
your vehicle and wait to be called. No one will be allowed in 
the distribution site unless their vehicle is being loaded. Once 
called, you will be instructed to drive to a loading area and pick 
up your order. Your order will be verified by the load team and 
your leader. Be advised that top producing units will be invited 
to pick up orders prior to 6 pm. 
 

NOTE: Your popcorn order must be paid when your order is 
picked up at the distribution site on Friday, December 5. 
Checks are to be made out to the BLUE WATER COUNCIL 
based on the invoice you will be receiving from the Scout Ser-
vice Center in the next few weeks. The invoice will also in-
clude your unit’s sales, profit and the amount due the council. 
Your check should be postdated for January 5, 2009. 
 

 
Please remember to bring a vehicle big 
enough to handle all your cases of popcorn. 
Contact the Scout Service Center with ques-
tions at 810-982-9529.  
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Packs Qualify for the National Summertime Pack Award 
Five packs have turned in their applications for the National 
Summertime Pack Award.  To qualify for this award, packs 
must have an activity in June, July and August.   Packs  can 
then get a certificate and an award streamer for the pack flag.  
Cubs that attend all three activities can earn the National 
Summertime Award pin. 
     Congratulations go to: 
        Pack 132 of Yale 
        Pack 200 of Capac 
        Pack 245 of Memphis 
        Pack 296 of Marine City 
        Pack 320 of Lexington 

Cub Winter Fun Day  
at Silver Trails 
Calling all Cub Scouts for a day of winter 
fun.  There will be  games, crafts, food and 
lots of fun for all!   
       When:  Saturday, February 7, 2009 
       Time:  Begins at 10 am until 2 pm 
       Cost: $6.00 per person for early registration  
                 $8.00 per person for late registration 
The fee includes all program supplies, a patch and lunch.  
Some activities will be outside so dress for the weather. 
(Boots and snow pants are recommended.)  At least one par-
ent or leader must accompany each five Scouts.  Early regis-
trations are due at the Scout Service Center by January 23, 
2009, late registrations January 24-January 30, 2009.  Regis-
trations forms will be available December 1, 2008 at the 
Scout Service Center and on the website bwcbsa.org under 
Cub Scout Activities. For more information contact Cindy 
Gulyas at 810-982-9529 or email cgulyas@basmail.org. or 
Jon Allen at 364-1870. 

Thank you! 
This year’s Mom and Me proved to be a huge success.  I can-
not express  how pleased I was to have been able to be in 
charge (for the second time) of such a great and worthwhile 
event. 
 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the entire staff for 
all their hard effort that was put in to make the program hap-
pen.  A special thank you to the Knuths’. Chris the Scout-
master of Yale’s Troop 132 and his very talented wife Laura  
put in mega hours cutting out all the muskets and helping plan 
the event. They are not only top notch human beings, they are 
great Scouters that exemplify the highest standards and are the 
epitome of what Scouters should be. Debbie Lee who I cannot 
remember ever not being in the kitchen at a major Silver Trails 
event, once again came through to provide the meals. The 
kitchen, in my opinion, is one of the hardest, longest and 
thankless days at any program…. Debbie…. Thank you! Love 
those sticky buns and no bakes! I would like to thank the 2nd 
Michigan Volunteers and Lt. Ric for their great presentation 
and for letting me fire the cannon. Ann Koveck and Charlie 
St. John for helping me make the tomahawk kits and luminar-
ies. Thank you to the Hams of Troop 245 for the skits, songs 
and costumes that carried the theme of the Frontier.  Thank 
you to Cindy Gulyas for all her hard behind-the-scenes work. 
And lastly, Thank God for the Awesome Weather! 
 
GREAT JOB EVERYONE! 
Kevin Koveck SM T245 
Chairman 2008 Mom and Me  

Cub Scout Roundtable 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 
Girl Scout Office at 7 pm 
Come on out and learn all about December’s theme “Holiday 
Lights” and January’s theme “A-Maze-ing Games”.  There 
will be crafts, games, songs, skits and much more that will 
help you with your  den and pack meetings!  Get your leaders 
together and come as a group. Note, the winners of the Pop-
corn Video award will be announced at this meeting.  Your 
Pack could win $250, $150 or $100 for your efforts in making 
your popcorn video. 

Cub Scare Night Fun! 
Nearly 600 Cub Scouts and family 
members bundled up and attended the 
sixth annual Cub Scare held October 25 
at Silver Trails. Guests were greeted at 
the mortuary by spooky people in cas-
kets, a trip to the haunted maize, a hay-
ride through the forest complete with ghouls, goblins and an 
actual headless horsewoman!! Crafts and games along with 
hot cider, fresh donuts, caramel apples and hot chocolate wel-
comed the brave souls following their hayride. Special thanks 
to Crew 296, the Biskner family and all the volunteers who 
made the event a success. Special thanks to Lucy Anderson 
from East China, our headless woman!!  

Top Popcorn Sellers Party 
Those Scouts who sold at least $600 during the 2008 Popcorn 
Sale will be invited to attend the Top Seller Party! The event 
will be held Saturday, January 10, 2009 at the new YMCA in 
Port Huron. The fun begins at noon and will run until 3 pm. 
Adult supervision will be provided. Fill your gym bag to ac-
commodate swimming and games in the gym that will be di-
vided into separate sessions. A light snack will be served and 
the top salesman from each district will be presented with a 
$150 gift card. This event is not designed for the entire family 
just the Scout, but parents who want to volunteer and help at 
the event can contact John  Houser at jhouser@bsamail.org or 
at 810-982-9529.  
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Eagle Scout Award Kits are being sponsored by the  Port 
Huron Kiwanis Club in memory of Clayton Berdan.  Each Ea-
gle Scout receives an award kit which includes the Eagle Scout 
patch, Eagle Scout medal, and parent pins.  Thank you to the 
Kiwanis for this generous contribution. 

Troop 104 
Tristan Orlick 

 

Troop 106 
Anthony Richards 

 

Troop 216 
Cameron Socha 

Troop 322 
Jacob Wilson 

 

Troop 333 
Nicholas Willing Jr. 

The Klondike North Derby will be held in 
Alaska on Feb 20-21-22, 2009 

Climbing Mount McKinley to 20,320 feet above sea level will 
be just one of the new challenges that will face the brave 
Scouts who choose to take on the perils of the Mount 
McKinley challenge.  Visit the cities of Alaska such as Jun-
eau, Nome, Kodiak, Cold Bay, Ketchikan, Delta Junction and 
Knight Mute!  Some of the new challenges will be a mushing 
command sled race, worse case survival, chariot race, snow 
shoe building and ARCTIC first aid. Each patrol will start 
with a small amount of gold and a list of locations that they 
must travel to.  As they travel across the Arctic Tundra, they 
will have the opportunity to both spend and earn gold.  A cen-
tral supply post will offer items such as, tarps, hot food, first 
aid kits, ropes and twine that will help with the challenges 
along the trail.  The supply post will also offer things such as 
hot chocolate, snacks, hand warmers and candy that they will 
not need, but may be tempted to buy. The gold left over at the 
end of the trail will allow you to buy prizes at the end of the 
race.   
 

NEW THIS YEAR… Each patrol (8- boys 
or less) will build their own sled and shel-
ter on site.  NO PREBUILT sleds will be 
allowed on the trail.  All supplies will be 
provided (or may be purchased!) on site for both the sled and 
shelter.  Troops, you will need to practice skills such as lash-
ings and shelter construction to be ready for this.  A sample of 
the suggested sled will be on display at the scout office, or a 
photo can be emailed to you.  All events will begin early Sat-
urday morning and end in the evening with a bon fire fuel by 
burning of all sleds on the parade field, then prizes and auc-
tion.  This year’s Klondike will pack a few new challenges for 
troops to test their skills and teamwork with.  Are you up to 
it?  Troop leaders are needed to help run stations.  For details, 
questions or to sign up your troop, please contact Mike Timm 
at michaeltimm@comcast.net or call 810-982-1122.  

Boy Scout Roundtable�
The December Roundtable will be held on Wednesday, De-
cember 10, 2008 at the Girl Scout Service Center on Water 
Street at I-94 beginning at 7 pm. There will also be time to 
discuss “on-line re-chartering,” as well as announcing the win-
ners of the “Top Popcorn Kickoff Video Awards.” First prize 
is $250, Second prize is $150 and Third prize is $100!  

Klondike South at  
Algonac State Park 
Algonac State Park will again be the site for 
the 2009 Klondike South. The event will 
begin Friday, January 30 through Sunday, February 1, 2009. 
What a great time to prepare your Scouts for cold winter camp-
ing and practice cold weather skills.  Troop leaders can expect a 
flier in the near future. Volunteers are welcome and can call 
John Houser at the Scout Service Center at 810-982-9529.  

Want ideas for an Eagle Project?   Contact Mr. Bob Wat-
son, principal of John F. Farrell Emmett Elementary at 810-
384-1300. He has several opportunities for you to check out. 

Eagle’s Nest Coming Next  Summer  
The Blue Water Council is pleased to announce the first Eagle’s 
Nest for summer 2009.  Eagle’s Nest  is a 4-day Boy Scout 
event devoted to earning merit badges that are required for  the 
Eagle Scout Award.  Boys will camp at Silver Trails and all 
supervision and meals will be provided. This campout will be 
held Thursday, July 16 though Sunday, July 19, 2009 and will 
cost $50 per Scout. Space is limited so please watch the Bridge 
for further information. If you have questions or would like to 
volunteer to help, please contact Mike Almanza at mval-
manza@comcast.net.  

Mackinac Island Service Troop Meetings 
The first meeting for the Mackinac Island Service Troop will 
be Sunday, January 18, 2009 at the American Legion on 6th 
Street in Port Huron at 2 pm.  The next meeting will be Sun-
day February 15, 2009 at 2 pm.    Please mark your calendar! 

Boy Scout Centennial Recruiting  Campaign 
Calling all Boy Scouts to invite their friends to join Scouts. 
The Blue Water Council is having a spe-
cial campaign to recruit Boy Scouts into 
troops.  Boy Scouts who recruit another 
boy to join their troop will receive a BSA 
basketball as will the new Boy Scout.  The 
Boy Scout who did the recruiting will also 
receive a  special Centennial Recruiter 
Patch.  This promotion is for Boy Scouts only.   There is a spe-
cial application at the Scout Service Center that must be filled 

out and turned in with the new Boy  Scout regis-
tration.   The promotion ends on December 31, 
2008.  Get your boys out there to scout up some 
new Scouts and get a new basketball in the bar-
gain!  
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Merit Badge Counselor Update 
Merit badge counselors are registered in the position for one 
year and then must be re-registered. The term for merit badge 
counselors in the Blue Water Council is December 1 through 
November 30.  All merit badge counselors that were registered 
on November 1 were sent a letter asking if they wanted to re-
new their registration for another year.  If you received the 
letter and want to remain a merit badge counselor, you don’t 
have to notify us. We will automatically re-register you (on 
December 1) as a merit badge counselor for the badges listed 
on your letter for the year December 1, 2008 through Novem-
ber 30, 2009.   If you don’t want to remain a merit badge 
counselor, you must contact Judy at the Scout Service Center. 
 

If you think you are registered as a merit badge counselor but 
did not receive a letter,  your registration as a merit badge 
counselor may have expired and you will need to fill out a new 
MBC application.  A new merit badge counselor 
list will be available in January 2009. 
 

Thank you to everyone who serves Scouting by 
being a merit badge counselor. 

Salvation Army  
Scouting for Food  
The annual Scouting for Food drive to 
benefit the St. Clair County Salvation Army is just around the 
corner! Bags will be distributed on Saturday, December 6 and 
will be picked up on Saturday, December 13, 2008.  
 

If you need to pick up bags and information, please stop by 
the Scout Service Center. If you need additional bags on De-
cember 6,  please visit the Salvation Army Thrift store and 
they will assist you. Please remember to return any unused 
bags to the food drop off site. If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact Cindy Gulyas at 810-982-9529 or  
cgulyas@bsamail.org.  

SCOUTREACH NEWS 
Scoutreach Packs are continuing to grow. Kimball Pack 247 
started up again and has become a lunchtime pack. 
Several Scoutreach packs participated in the popcorn sales. 
Sparlingville Pack 249 sold almost $2000 in popcorn sales! 
Way to go Sparlingville Scouts! 
After Christmas, a new Scoutreach pack will be formed at 
Algonac Elementary. It will meet on Mondays after school. 
If you know of a teenager that needs community service or 
volunteer hours for National Honor Society or any other or-
ganization, there are after-school opportunities available with 
the Scoutreach program. Contact Leslie Butler at the Boy 
Scout Service Center 810-982-9529. 

National  Scout Jamboree 2010 
100 Years of Scouting 
If you look hard, I mean really look hard, 
you can almost see it. Oh yeah, it’s a ways 
away, but…. Before you know it, it will be 
here and I gotta tell ya, you don’t want to 
miss it. I’m talkin’ about the 2010 National 
Jamboree at Fort AP Hill in Virginia. This 
is going to be bigger than ever. After all, it 
will be the 100th anniversary of Scouting. It will be Scouting 
history in the making. How exciting is that? There are going to 
be well over 44,000 participants from 300 local councils from 
all over America to celebrate what we do best, “BS”….. That’s 
right….Boy Scouting! Mark it on your calendar, July 26 – 
August 4, 2010. 
 

My name is Kevin Koveck, Scoutmaster of Memphis Troop 
245. I’ve been given the awesome privilege of being the 
Scoutmaster for the Blue Water Contingent that will be going 
to this once in a lifetime event.  Scouter extraordinaire Terry 
Green, Scoutmaster Matt Paulus and I cordially invite all 
Scouts that will be 12 years of age and First Class by July 10, 
2010. Scouts that meet these requirements and are interested in 
attending, please get a Youth pre-application from the Council 
office. Applications will be accepted beginning December 3, 
2008. A deposit of $100.00 must be submitted with the appli-
cation. The cost of the trip will be approximately $1,800.00. 
 

Not only is the Jamboree going to be monumental, but on the 
way down…. We’re going to visit historic sites such as Wash-
ington DC, Mt Vernon, Gettysburg, maybe even a Harley 
Davidson Plant. This whole trip will be an everlasting memory 
in your Scouting journey. Don’t miss it! 
 

Unit leaders, I’d love to come to one of your meetings and talk 
to your Scouts about this huge opportunity. I can be reached at 
(586) 662-4899. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Kevin Koveck 
Scoutmaster 2010 National Jamboree 
Blue Water Contingent  

OA Winter Banquet is January 10, 2009 
The OA winter banquet is in it’s final planning 
stages. This is an event that you and your  family 
should attend. It is being held at the First United 
Methodist Church, 828 Lapeer Street, Port Huron. 
Jason  Smith, Section Chief, will be the featured guest speaker. 
Come and hear his energizing talk on the OA. Listen to words 
from our Supreme Keeper of the Fire and meet our newest 
members. Mark your calendar and sign up at the SSC. Please 
join us for Brotherhood, in the Spirit of Scouting.  
 

Mr. L’s Term as Lodge Adviser  Expires 
It has been a quick two years with Mr. L. as our adviser. We 
thank him for his time and energy given in helping to promote 
a positive attitude in our program.  He will now become the 
OA’s Membership Adult Adviser and help keep our records in 
order.  It is also rumored he will be helping in the kitchen dur-
ing our conclaves. He likes to keep a close eye on the food, 
making sure it’s good for all to eat. 
Mr. Rob Wassenburg of Algonac T223 has agreed to take on 
the position for the coming year. He is always at our conclaves 
serving in “Cheerful Service”. We thank him for stepping up 
to fill this position.  
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Memorials 

 
 
 

 

Roy G. French 
Leroy & Brenda Stevens 

 

William R. Neal 
LeRoy & Brenda Stevens 

 

John D. Shimmel 
Elaine Shimmel 
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The holidays are just around the corner; visit the Scout Shop 
for gifts for your favorite Scout. Visit www.scoutstuff.org and 
make your list before visiting the Scout Shop. If we don’t 
have it in stock, it can be special ordered at no additional 
charge. The Scout Shop is open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm. If 
you are unable to make it to the Scout Shop, call, email or fax 
your order and we can ship it to you. 
 

We have sweatshirts, knives, ornaments, books and candles 
just to name a few things available. Whether shopping for a 
gift for your Scout or Leader, we have something for every-
one. Pinewood Derby kits are available 
for your pack to give out at December 
pack meetings. Call and preorder yours 
to make sure they are available when 
you come in. 
 

Advancement coordinators - if you 
would like to call or email your orders prior to coming in, 
your order will be ready for you when you get to the Scout 
Shop. We can also ship your order using a credit card or unit 
prepay account.  

February Charter Turn-In Time 
The first Charter Turn-in night will be Tuesday, February 17, 
2009 from 5-7 pm at the Scout Service Center. Scouters will 
be on hand to review the charter for mistakes, take paperwork 
and fees.  The second Charter Turn-in will be on Thursday, 
February 18, 2009 from 4-7 pm at the Kid’s Connection lo-
cated at 217 Sanilac Road in Sandusky. 
 

Units re-chartering online or on paper may turn in their infor-
mation at either of these nights. Units may also turn in their 
charter during regular hours at the Scout Service Center.  

Internet Re-chartering 
Internet Re-chartering is a Web-based method for units to re-
new their charters from any online location—at home or at the 
office. It’s easy, convenient, and accurate because you enter the 
information yourself! 
 

Here’s how it works.  
 

The Blue Water Council will have an Internet Rechartering 
page on our Web site (www.bwcbsa.org) with instructions and 
a link to the software. The unit receives its charter renewal 
packet as usual, only now the packet includes information for 
Internet Re-chartering, including an access code especially for 
the unit. The unit selects an adult to complete the online proc-
ess. This renewal processor uses the access code to log onto the 
Internet Re-chartering Web site, selecting to start the process 
with current ScoutNET data or data from unit-management 
software. At any time, the renewal processor can suspend the 
electronic re-chartering process and return later to the last com-
pleted screen.  
 

The system lets you enter new members, renew current mem-
bers, and update information for any registrant. When com-
pleted, the new unit roster is submitted to ScoutNET and a Unit 
Charter Renewal Report Package is printed. This package in-
cludes the unit charter application. Acquire the signatures for 
the charter and send it along with the rest of the package, any 
new youth and adult applications, and all fees to the council. 
 

There will be a link to the Internet Re-chartering tutorial and 
help on the Blue Water Council Web site. Check it out—we 
think you’ll like the design. All BSA policies are enforced 
throughout the system, so what you enter is sure to meet all 
requirements.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, contact  Cindy Gulyas 
at the Blue Water  Council office 810-982-9529 or cgu-
lyas@bsamail.org. 

Commissioner Corner 
Re-chartering time is just around the corner. 
Please get with your units, complete a mem-
bership inventory and encourage the elec-
tronics re-charter process. 
 

Please give thanks to Dave Lesinski, Harold 
Burns and Jack Zimmer who have completed their valued ser-
vice as unit commissioners, and have stepped down. We now 
welcome Les Luther, Randy Smith and Mike Sheufelt as our 
newest commissioners. 
 

Saturday, January 24, 2009 is our next Commissioner College 
at Tall Pines Council in Flint.  We plan to carpool over Satur-
day morning for this 1-day event and hope you will join in.  
Brochures are at the Scout Service Center.  Contact your Dis-
trict Commissioner to connect with a ride. Are you able to 
drive?   
 

Craig Younkman, Area 2 Commissioner, visited our council 
recently and was very supportive of your efforts and results. 
Well done, everyone. 
 

Yours in Scouting Service, Happy Holidays 
 

Dan Conrad        Jerry Deeg                   Pete Cangemi 
3-Rivers             Black River Basin       Council Commissioner 

Adult Leader Award Recipients 
Tiger Cub Den Leader Award 
Lisa Fountain 
 

Scoutmaster Award of Merit 
Kevin Koveck 

Wood Badge Training Course for the 21st Century 
An invitation to all leaders to attend the weekend Wood 
Badge course C-13-09 to be held at Camp Holaka in Lapeer, 
Michigan on May 8-10 and May 29-31, 2009. Information 
and applications are available at the Scout Service Center.  
For more information contact Miles Lombard 810-653-4714 
or smjinc@charter.net. 
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February 8-14, 2009 

Anniversary Week  
Observances 
Scouting’s anniversary, the date that the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica was incorporated in the United States, is Sunday, February 
8, 2009.  Scout Anniversary Week begins on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8 and ends on Saturday, February 14 Scout Sabbath. Ob-
serve Scouting Anniversary Week with one or more special 
activities: 
· Your unit could hold a Blue & Gold banquet or Court of 

Honor to highlight Scouting’s birthday with the boys, 
leaders and families. 

· Your unit could provide a demonstration of Cub Scout or 
Boy Scout games, crafts, skits, fitness skills, etc., at a 
shopping center or other public location. 

· Your unit could provide a store-window display of Cub 
Scouting or Boy Scouting. 

· Your unit could provide a service project for the charter 
organization, a school or a place of worship. 

· The boys could wear their uniforms to school during this 
special week. 

· Your unit could a attend a religious service together, in 
uniform, on Scout Sunday or Scout Sabbath. 

 

Do you know the Scouting Story? 
During the coming months of December and January, a 
Friends of Scouting (FOS) volunteer will contact each pack 
and troop to determine when they can come and make a pres-
entation to the families of the unit.  In the case of a pack, this 
will generally be at a Blue and Gold 
Banquet in February.  In the case of 
a troop, this will most likely be at a 
Court of Honor or President’s Day 
Celebration.  At these presentations, 
which only takes about 10 minutes, 
a FOS volunteer will tell the Scout-
ing Story of who pays for Scouting and how our great pro-
gram is financed. 
 

These presentations are a vital part of our Friends of Scouting 
Campaign, and the donations collected account for about 20% 
of our annual budget.  As other sources of revenue decline, the 
work done by Friends of Scouting is becoming ever more im-
portant.  We are especially asking for the help of our troops, 
which do not always have a family event in the months of 
January through March, to participate in this year’s campaign.  
Please assist the FOS volunteer in setting a date, time, and 
location for your presentation.  Please help give back to 
Scouting what Scouting has given to your son! 
 
For further information or to sign up for a presentation date, 
contact Cindy Gulyas at 810-982-9529 or cgu-
lyas@bsamail.org. 

Blue Water Council’s Scout Sunday/
Camping & High Adventure Rally 
This year’s council-wide Scout Sunday pro-
gram is going to be at the Westminster Presby-
terian Church, 2501 Stone St., Port Huron. 
This service will be at 2:00 pm, Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, 2009.  
 

Following the service is the Camping & High 
Adventure Rally where you can visit tables and 
displays from various Michigan camps, our 
Cub Scout Twilight Camp, Cub/Webelos Adventure Camp, as 
well as Jamboree. The rally is designed to help your Scouts 
and parents decide where to go camping or help individual 
members get excited about going to camp. 
 

You can come as an individual or as a unit.  Your uniform is 
appropriate.  Refreshments will be served. 

Eagle Scout Banquet Will Be  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
The Eagle Scout Award is the highest rank 
achieved by a Boy Scout.  To earn this award Boy 
Scouts must earn at least 21 merit badges, serve in 
a leadership role, and plan an Eagle Scout leader-
ship service project.  The young men who earn this 
prestigious award in 2008 are brought together as a group to 
recognize their achievement.  The Blue Water Council is on 
track to have 30 Scouts earn their Eagle Scout Award this year.  
At the Eagle Scout Banquet, the council will be honoring these 
Scouts and their inspirers.  The banquet will be held Tuesday, 
February 10, 2009 at a place to be determined. An invitation 
will be sent in January to those Scouts being recognized. 

Your Unit’s Scout Sunday 
Units are encouraged to conduct a Scout Sunday observance 
on Scout Sunday, February 8, 2009, or any Sunday in Feb-
ruary.  It is most appropriate that this be with your chartering 
organization, if it is a church.  If your unit is not chartered to a 
church, make arrangements with a house of worship in your 
area.  Packs, Troops, Venture crews and Explorer posts can 
join together for this service.  An excellent booklet, A Scout is 
Reverent, Scout Sunday Observance is available at the Scout 
Service Center.  This booklet has sample worship services for 
many church denominations including songs, call to worship, 
responsive readings, prayers, psalms, benedictions. In many 
services, youth members carry out all or parts of the service. 
Church bulletin covers or program inserts are available at the 
Scout Service Center . This is also a good time to pre-
sent religious emblems to boys 
who have earned them. 
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     “I’ve got a Cub Den and can’t find anything to do with them,” lamented the Den Leader.  “What am I supposed 
to do with these boys every week?  There just aren’t enough activities offered by the Council!”  
      I was recently confronted by a Scouter asking just those questions.  I didn’t have an instant answer for him.  I had 
to wonder if he had been trained.  A Leader could ask any Council representative those questions and quickly get in-
formation, but it’s really even easier than that.    
      A simple thing like a walk on a trail can reveal so much.  The smell of the newly fallen leaves or perhaps a bit of 
sassafras root; the sound of wildlife scurrying to avoid being spotted; the beauty of a spider web glistening in the sunlight; 
these things are all so easy to experience and don’t cost a dime.  The trail traveled last summer will offer different experiences in 
the fall. 
     Crisp fall air can give us a special appreciation for the outdoors.  Sounds are more clearly heard, and are noticeable at greater 
distances.  Odors are more persistent and lingering, that our noses may tune more acutely to the scents of autumn.  The cooler air is 
more dense, or heavier, lending to its special fall character. 
     The fall season offers sights that are equally inspiring.  The pockets of fog lying in low areas of the woods lend a particularly 
magical effect to the landscape.  Take the time to watch those patches of fog wander slowly through the woods, like some mysteri-
ous vapor.  Or see them “burn off” with the rising sun, revealing special effects that rival those of the best Spielberg films. 
      The list of places to go is almost unbounded.  It could be a simple as a trip into the backyard.  Gather leaves, or seed pods, and 
research them together at your next meeting.  Make a plaster cast of animal tracks and identify the critter that left them! 
       Need an alternative?  Darkness comes early these days.  It’s a perfect time for a little star gazing.  The Big Dipper, Orion, and 
Cassiopeia are all easy finds.  Locate the North Star.  With very little preparation, any Scouter can be astronomer enough to amaze 
these curious young minds.      
       Looking skyward, in the early October morning, the planet Mercury was visible in the east.  As the smallest of the planets, and 
the closest one to the Sun, Mercury orbits the sun in only 88 days.  It will go back into hiding in mid November. 
     Even the Moon favors us with spectacular views in the fall.  In mid-September we were blessed with a beautiful Harvest Moon, 
which owes its moniker to its brilliance, sufficient to light the way for ambitious farmers to harvest through the night.      
      In mid-October still another full Moon, the Hunter’s Moon, hung brightly in the sky.  It earned its title in medieval times.  Wild 
game, seeking nourishment in the stubble of recently harvested fields, became easy prey for hunters.  The Hunter’s Moon guided 
them during the hunt.  
     Sunrises and Sunsets are particularly intense during the fall season.  Brilliant red and orange skies are almost routine.  As the 
Sun peeks around that corner we call the horizon, its rays illuminate the soft underbellies of clouds that linger far from us.  As the 
rays of light bend and reflect, all the colors of the spectrum unfold.  Every Sunrise or Sunset is unique, and offers “5 Star viewing”. 
     A favorite photograph of mine is a shot of six Scouts sitting side by side, watching a Sunset.  The photo is taken from behind the 
Scouts.  In fact, I’m not sure I could identify the Scouts if I tried.  The Sunset, though wonderful, is not unusual.  Yet the photo cap-
tures a moment filled with wonder, and a sense of awe.  Viewed over any horizon, every Sunset has that potential.         
     The natural world is full of wonder, and the fall is a great time to experience it.  It should be shared by everyone.  Are you look-
ing for something to do with a Den or Troop?  Take advantage of the Great Master’s classroom .  Never ending opportunities for 
Scouts of all ages abound.  Keep the “Outing” in Scouting, especially in the fall!    Steve Down   November 2008  

Giant Insects Have Invaded  
the Port Huron Museum 
 
Watch out for the truck-size praying mantis 
and giant dragonfly as you roam around the 
Port Huron Museum.  The exhibit includes 
interactive displays and educational stations 
as well as a variety of bugs from around the 
world and a live beehive. Visit the Port Huron Museum from 
November 14 through February 16, 2009.  to view the exhibit. 
The museum is open everyday from 11 pm until 5 pm.  Call 

810-982-0891 for prices and more informa-
tion or visit their website at 
www.phmuseum.org. 

2009 Central Region  
Boy Scout Advancement  Seminar 
“Advancement FACTS vs Advancement MYTHS” 

 

This training is designed for council and district level ad-
vancement chairs, unit level advancement chairs, unit commit-
tee members and Scoutmasters, council advancement advisors 
and professionals.  Topics will include: the advancement proc-
ess, advancement in the unit, Scoutmaster conferences, service 
projects, merit badge process and counselors, boards of re-
view, awards, courts of honor and much more.   
The training will take place January 24-25, 2009 in Clarkston 
Michigan.  Cost is $149.00 per person. To register or for more 
information contact Clinton Valley Council 248-338-0035 or 
email 2009advancement@att.net 
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Holiday Hours 
December 24, 25, 26  CLOSED 

December 29 & 30 Open 9 am—5 pm 
December 31, January 1 CLOSED 

January 2 CLOSED FOR INVENTORY 

Scout Service Center Staff  810-982-9529  e-mail addresss  
Paul Schwartz     Scout Executive pschwart@bsamail.org 
Cindy Gulyas Sr. District Executive cgulyas@bsamail.org 
John Houser District Executive jhouser@bsamail.org 
Janice Dubay Office Mgr./Finance   jdubay@bsamail.org 
Terry Faulk  Camp Ranger 810-327-6685 
Judy McCarthy Secretary/Receptionist jumccart@bsamail.org 
Lori  Thueme Scout Shop Manager      lthueme@bsamail.org 
Leslie Butler Scoutreach                       lebutler@bsamail.org 
   

Council President  
Michael Whaling                                      810-987-2141 
 

Council Commissioner  
Peter Cangemi                                        810-327-2327 
 

Black River Basin District  
Terry Green—District Chairman         810-385-7669 
Jerry Deeg—District Commissioner         810-385-9735 
 

3-Rivers District  
Cyndi Jagodzinski—District Chairman    810-392-3616   
Dan Conrad—District Commissioner      810-794-9907   
 

Roundtable Commissioners  
Bobbie Rogers-CS Roundtable               810-434-7709  
Steve McPherson—BS Roundtable        810-966-2246 
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Cindy Gulyas will now have office hours in Sandusky at the Kid’s Connection, 
217 Sanilac Avenue once a month. The dates and times are as follows: January 
22 from 2-4 pm, February 19 from 4-7 pm, March 19 from 2-4pm, April 23 from 
2-4 pm and May 14 from 2-4 pm. 

Happy Holidays 


